The Credit Union Navigator
“Navigating the Future Together”

Member Services

After-Hours Lending
ATMs
Auto Loans
Automatic Bank Drafts
BillPay-e PLUS™
Checking
Christmas Club
Credit Life/Disability Insurance
Direct Deposit
EFT Service
GAP Insurance
Internet Banking
IRAs
MasterCard Debit Cards
Mobile Deposit
Mortgages
Notary Service
Online Loan Applications
Online Payments
Payments by Phone
Sallie Mae ® Student Loans
Save-Your-Change
Savings
Share Certiﬁcates
Signature Loans
Vacation Club
VISA Credit Cards
VISA Gift Cards

Business Hours

M-T, TH: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
WED: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM
FRI: 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Holiday Closings

oWednesday, July 4th
Monday, September 3rd
Monday, October 8th

Like us on
facebook!

Volume 19, Issue 2

Join us on Facebook this Summer for our popular new
contest series and answer the question “Where in the
world is Mrs. Martha?” Each day, for a week, we’ll post a
photo and a hint about her location and we’ll ask you
to comment with your best guess. At the end of the
week, we’ll draw from the names of everyone who
guessed correctly throughout the week and one lucky
person will win a local restaurant gift certificate and a
gift bag from SecurTrust.

-

MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD ISN’T IN OUR VOCABULARY

If you’re planning on purchasing a new or used auto, give us
a call BEFORE you start shopping! Let us make the
car-buying process easier for you. Knowing how much you
can borrow will help you narrow down your choices and
save time. We can help you find the best dealers and
vehicles to meet your needs. We even run FREE Carfax
reports for members who are pre-approved or purchasing.
You can apply for pre-approval on your mobile app by selecting the Loan
Applications tab in the left-hand navigation menu. You can also apply online at
www.securtrust.org or call (662)890-8760 and speak to a loan officer today!
Speaking of Auto Loans: SecurTrust FCU offers our
members GAP insurance, AT COST, at the time of auto loan
closing. Without GAP, if your vehicle is stolen or totaled,
you'll have to pay the difference between what you owe and
what the insurance company says your vehicle is worth. GAP
insurance, however, will cover that difference and
potentially save you thousands of dollars.
DID YOU KNOW? Federal law requires each of the three nationwide consumer
credit reporting companies - Equifax, Experian and TransUnion - to give you a free
credit report every 12 months if you ask for it. They also make it easy to
accomplish many credit-related tasks right from your computer. So, be sure to
take advantage of this law and review your credit report annually. For more
information, just visit www.annualcreditreport.com.

9 Ways to Cut the Cost of Back-to-School Shopping
Back-To-School season will be here before you know it! It used to be fun. Getting the list from school, and then setting out to get the
supplies. But somewhere along the line, it just got so expensive for parents. That makes it stressful.
If you have school-age kids (grades K-12), the National Retail Federation is anticipating that you will spend an average of about
$673.57 on clothes and accessories, electronics, shoes and school supplies. That’s a nearly 10 percent increase from last year, based
on the NRF annual survey. For college students, the average outlay for heading back to school is expected to be closer to $900,
factoring in big-ticket items like laptops and mini-fridges, it says. Sound like a lot? The thing is, you don’t need to spend that much
(though the NRF and its members certainly hope you do) if you stick to this list of back-to-school money-saving tips:
1. Live (and shop) by the list - Your school likely gives you a supply list. Use it. Read it.
Memorize it. Ingrain those items in your brain. And then avoid the temptation to buy
anything not on the list. Of course, you’ll need to supplement the school list with one of
your own. Your list should include clothes, backpacks, lunch bags and anything else you
deem a necessity for back-to-school success.
2. Empty your closets and drawers - Now, don’t take your list to the store just yet. Take it to your kids’ closets. Pull out their mounds
of clothes and weed through them. Find out what they have that is school-ready and what needs to be purchased to give them a
complete wardrobe. This is also a great time to declutter. Box up all the unwanted and ill-fitting clothes and ship them out to the
thrift store ASAP. Next, head to your junk drawer, office or desk. Pull everything out and look for pencils, erasers, calculators, rulers
and glue sticks. Once you’re done with this step, your list should magically be shorter.
3. Look for cheap secondhand supplies - Summer is garage sale season. That means plenty of people may be looking to unload
their excess, such as the lifetime supply of glue sticks they found in their junk drawers. Don’t overlook these sales as an opportunity
to score cheap back-to-school supplies. You can also check your local thrift stores to find items being sold for a song or given away.
No, we don’t want your children heading to school looking like paupers, but plenty of “secondhand” items are actually brand new
or have seen very little use.
4. Use coupons and get rebates - Coupons aren’t only for items in the grocery aisles. At this time of year, it’s not unusual to find
coupons in the newspaper and online for pens, paper, Post-It notes, markers and more.
5. Shop during a tax holiday - Some states are kind enough to give you a crack at tax-free back-to-school shopping. Mississippi’s
will be July 27-28, Tennessee’s will be July 27-29 and Arkansas’ will be August 4-5.
6. Don’t overstock your college kids - Retailers, particularly electronics stores, do an excellent job of convincing us that college
kids need to be totally decked out with the latest and greatest gadgets. However, even at the college level, schools will generally
provide a rundown of what students should bring to the dorm and to class.
7. Compare prices for big-ticket items - Of course, there are times when you will need to make a big purchase, such as a laptop,
for your college student or even your high schooler. This is when it’s time to fire up the price comparison sites and search for the best
deal. PriceGrabber and Nextag are good places to find the best price. Then, if you end up buying online, don’t forget to stop by
RetailMeNot to look for a coupon code before checking out.
8. Wait for the September clearance sales - If you can hold out until September, you can score some serious savings in the fall
clearance season. Clothes, backpacks and lunch bags will all see their prices slashed in the weeks after the start of school. If you
really can’t wait to buy this year’s items, keep an eye on the sales and consider stocking up for next year.
9. Exercise your right to say “no” - Finally, you can save a bundle of cash on back-to-school shopping if you practice firmly saying
“no” to items not on the list. Let’s try it together. No, you may not have the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle folders when they cost five
times more than the plain ones. Ten percent of parents told the National Retail Federation that 100 percent of their purchases were
influenced by their children. If you let the kids run the show, you’re going to be spending way more than needed. Save more money
by leaving them at home and, you guessed it, sticking to your list.
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